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TASK A
For sentences 1-20 choose one correct option A, B, C, or D and mark it on your answer sheet as shown in the example. Please, do not write into the test booklet.

Example:

For many young people __________ in one of the school teams is very important.
A) having
B) taking
C) putting
D) being
A	B	C	D
___________________________________________________________________________

1. We ________ dinner, when I got this terrific news.
A) had
B) are having
C) have had
D) were having

2. Thank goodness we ________ eat fish again tonight. Dad didn’t catch any today.
A) must
B) must not 
C) have to
D) don’t have to

3. What ________ at 5 o’clock last night?  I tried to call you but there was no reply.
A) did you do	       
B) were you doing		           
C) had you done	
D) have you done

4. If you ________ Paris, don’t forget to climb the Eiffel Tower.
A) will visit
B) visit
C) visited
D) visiting

5. He has a daughter ________ very elegant.
A) whose
B) who’s
C) who
D) whom


6. Despite the group’s efforts, Jack decided to solve the problem ________.
A) to himself
B) by his own
C) on his own
D) from himself

7. The company decided to ________ a new policy to improve employee satisfaction.
A) respond  
B) criticize
C) implement
D) procrastinate

8. My French isn’t very good but it’s enough to ________.
A) get by    
B) get on
C) get in
D) get up

9. On his way to school he ________ that he’d left his mobile phone at home.
A) reflected
B) recognized	
C) realized	
D) resolved

10. The artist used vibrant colours to ________ the beauty of the natural landscape.
A) enhance
B) diminish
C) suggest
D) weaken

11. Susan will arrive ________ London Victoria Coach Station on Friday.
A) to
B) at
C) on
D) in

12. Jane is so ________! She never changes her opinion about anything.
A) affectionate
B) moody
C) kind
D) stubborn

13. The man who was taken to the hospital ________ unconscious for three hours.
A) was being
B) is being
C) had been
D) were

14. You can’t make a cat ________ anything it doesn’t want to do.	        
A) doing
B) do		
C) to do		
D) does

15. In recent years there has been a significant increase ________ the cost of living.
A) off
B) on
C) in
D) to

16. I congratulated her ________ her success in the exam.
A) in    
B) on
C) for
D) about

17. Recently it has been raining so intensively that the whole village has been ________.
A) vanished 
B) flooded
C) collapsed
D) disappeared

18. Queen Elizabeth II ________ her father as the reigning monarch in 1952.
A) succeeded
B) has succeeded
C) had succeeded
D) was succeeded

19. I remember ________ Spain two years ago. It was very nice.
A) visiting	
B) on visiting 
C) to visit
D) visit

20. After you have travelled for a year you look forward to ________ at home tremendously.
A) be 
B) being                         
C) having been               
D) have been





TASK B
Read the following texts and choose one correct option A, B, C, or D. Mark your answers on the answer sheet.
21. From an article 

Amy had told me that she mostly wore purely second-hand outfits these days, so when I first saw her in her sharp, red blazer and pleated skirt, I assumed this was one of the rare days when she’d decided to dress in brand-new clothes. Surely, if they were second-hand, the red would be faded, and the jacket would have lost its shape. However, Amy assured me that they were not. She admits, though, that she would ordinarily wear something far more comfortable and scruffy.

When the author of the article saw Amy, her clothes were ________.
A) second-hand and shabby
B) faded but comfortable 
C) very smart, but visibly second-hand 
D) in better condition than the author expected


22. From a magazine 

In 2010, Bailey and an unnamed juvenile accomplice decided to rob a bank in Fairfield, Connecticut. But in an attempt to speed up the process of the crime, Bailey called the bank in advance to let them know that they were coming to rob it. His obvious intent was to give the bank plenty of time to get the money ready so he could just pick it up and leave quickly. Of course, the bank decided to call the authorities and notify them of the robbers’ arrival and the two men were arrested by police without incident.

Bailey was caught because he ________.
A) employed a young criminal
B) revealed his intention
C) called the authorities
D) speeded on his way















23. From the news 

Tesla has suspended vehicle purchases using Bitcoin due to climate change concerns. Tesla’s announcement in March that it would accept the cryptocurrency was met with an outcry from some environmentalists and investors. In February, the electric carmaker had bought $1.5bn (£1bn) of the world’s biggest digital currency. But on Thursday, it backtracked on its previous comments. “We are concerned about rapidly increasing use of fossil fuels for Bitcoin mining and transactions, especially coal, which has the worst emissions of any fuel,” Mr Musk wrote. “Cryptocurrency is a good idea... but this cannot come at great cost to the environment.” 

According to the text, Mr. Musk has ________.
A) started his support of the cryptocurrency 
B) sold all his digital currency
C) lost £1billion in Bitcoins 
D) changed his Bitcoin policy


24. From a magazine

Wildlife plays a vital role in maintaining ecological balance. In their natural habitats, animals contribute to the diversity of ecosystems. Unfortunately, human activities, such as deforestation and pollution, threatens many species. Conservation efforts are crucial to protect endangered wildlife and their habitats. Establishing wildlife reserves and promoting sustainable practices are steps toward coexisting harmoniously with nature. Awareness and responsible actions can ensure the preservation of diverse animal species for future generations, promoting a healthier planet for both humans and wildlife.

What is emphasized as vital for coexisting harmoniously with nature?
A) stopping deforestation
B) eliminating pollution
C) wildlife protection
D) coordinated response


25. From an article about AI

A March 2023 report estimated that soon AI could do a quarter of the work currently done by humans, but there are three categories that are going to be relatively safe in the near future. The first are very creative jobs, in which people have to come up with new ideas and build something new. Some creative jobs, however, like graphic design or visual arts may be the first to go. The second category is jobs that require interpersonal relationships, such as nurses, business consultants and investigative journalists. The third safe zone are jobs that require lots of movement and problem-solving like electricians or plumbers. 

According to the text, which of these jobs will be soon replaced by AI? 
A) nurse
B) electrician
C) graphic designer
D) investigative journalist

26. From a magazine

SpaceX’s Celestial Haven launch marks a pioneering leap in space tourism, enabling private citizens to embark on unprecedented cosmic adventures. This achievement underscores SpaceX’s commitment to expanding the frontiers of space exploration for the general public. Celestial Haven offers state-of-the-art amenities, from panoramic space-view suites to zero-gravity sports facilities and gourmet space cuisine crafted by renowned chefs. This historic launch signals a new era where commercial space travel offers rich individuals an awe-inspiring opportunity to experience the wonders of the cosmos.

What is true about Celestial Haven? 
A) It highlights the potential for a growing industry.
B) It is the first space hotel launched into orbit by NASA.
C) It provides a basic experience for space tourists.
D) It is not only for very rich people.


27. From an article

“Have you ever noticed how people always use the same colours for the same things?” says Verity.  “Our toothpaste is always white or blue or maybe red.  It’s never green.  Why not?  For some reason we think that blue and white is clean, while we think of green products as being a bit disgusting.  It’s the same for businesses.  We respect a company which writes its name in blue or black, but we don’t respect one that uses pink or orange.  People who design new products can use these ideas to influence what we buy.”

According to Verity, why is the knowledge of colours important?
A) It can give you new ideas.
B) It can help you to sell products.
C) It can help you to choose the best products.
D) It can improve product quality.


28. From a newspaper 

Eskimo, the mother tongue of 100,000 natives in Greenland, Alaska and Canada, is fighting for survival. It is the language heard on hunting expeditions and in churches, town halls, kitchens, shops across the Arctic, and even on TV. In Canada sixty-seven per cent of Eskimos speak primarily Eskimo at home. But the invasion of English via television, magazines and tourism is destroying the Eskimo’s linguistic soul. However, there is a sign of hope for the language. The technology that endangered the culture before is now helping. An American company has developed a word processor keyboard in the Canadian Eskimo alphabet allowing publication of weekly local news. 

According to the text, the Eskimo language ________.
A) needs support from the local government
B) is adopting useful English words from TV
C) may be saved with the help of hardware
D) is taught at Canadian linguistic schools

29. From a magazine

Of course, my mother will never have to struggle to survive on a pension. The joint family will provide for her; everyone’s resources are pooled and shared, everyone is taken care of. When I see young people living in bed-sitting rooms, obviously unhappy and desperate to communicate with anyone, I’m glad I had my family to go home to in my single days. There was always someone in the house with time to listen, to sympathize or to laugh with me – to help me see things clearly.

What is the main idea of the article? It is important to ________.
A) communicate with old people
B) be healthy being on a pension
C) have a good family relationship
D) have a house for your children


30. From the Internet

You can send your friend a greeting for his or her birthday, New Year’s Day, graduation or any occasion using the Internet. Type “electronic greeting cards” in Google, Yahoo or another search engine. Then choose a site that looks interesting and follow the directions. You must include your e-mail address as well as your friend’s. If you don’t, your greeting cannot be sent. Many sites allow you to see your greeting before it’s sent. Some also allow you to add your photo, music, smileys, or pretty background colours, too.

The article explains how to ________.
A) send presents
B) greet friends
C) create emails
D) share photos




















TASK C
Read the following text and complete its summary below. Use only one word for each gap and write your answers on the answer sheet.

Parkour

Lt. George Hébert, who lived at the beginning of 20th century, can be considered the predecessor of parkour. From his experience in coordinating the rescue of people affected by the volcano eruption he developed a training discipline in which climbing, jumping and running techniques were used to negotiate obstacles. Another important figure in the history of parkour was David Belle who combined what he had learnt from his father, a practitioner of parkour in Vietnam in the 1950s, with his own knowledge of martial arts and gymnastics. 
Parkour involves a range of ‘moves’, although none are official.  They involve vaulting, jumping and landing accurately on small and narrow features, catching ledges, traversing high wall and landing with a rolling impact to absorb impacts.
Belle formed a group of traceurs called the Yamikasi, meaning ‘strong man, strong spirit’, that included his friend, Sebastian Foucan.  In time, the two of them started to follow different paths.  Belle concentrated on the art of getting from place to place in the most efficient way possible, while Foucan developed his own style which involved more self-expression.  This he termed free running. 
From the late 1990s, the art and sport of parkour spread worldwide.  Both Belle and Foucan gave interviews and appeared on television.  In 2003, filmmaker Mike Christie made the film Jump London, and urban free running, or free flow, began to dominate the London scene.  But it was the arrival of YouTube in 2005 that really brought free running to a global audience. People around the world began to post their videos online, making free running a mainstream sport, and in 2007, the first major free running and parkour competition was held in Vienna.
Since parkour values freedom, there are few facilities dedicated to the practice. Traceurs use both rural and urban areas, typically parks, offices and abandoned buildings. Traceurs generally respect the environment they practice in, and since part of their philosophy is ‘leave no trace’, there have been few concerns over damage to property. However, law enforcement and fire and rescue teams argue that free runners are risking their lives needlessly, especially when they practice at height.  However, practitioners argue that injuries are rare, because they rely on their own hands and feet rather than things out of their immediate control, such as ice and wheels, as is the case with skiing and race-driving.


Summary

Lt. George Hébert ____31._____ the groundwork for parkour, inspired by rescuing volcano victims. David Belle, influenced by his father’s ____32._____ from Vietnam, merged martial arts and gymnastics. Parkour consists of a variety of different moves. Both Belle and Foucan ____33._____ to the group called Yamikasi, although each of them followed their own way. By the late 1990s, parkour globalized. Belle and Foucan’s interviews and the 2003 film “Jump London” fuelled its popularity. YouTube’s 2005 advent propelled free running worldwide, leading to the 2007 Vienna ____34._____. Parkour, emphasizing ____35._____, utilizes diverse environments, yet authorities criticize its safety risks, countered by practitioners citing rare injuries due to reliance on personal control.

TASK D
Read the following text and answer the questions below. Do not use more than four words for each answer and write your answers on the answer sheet.

North Pole

A tragic event unfolded, in the remote vastness of the North Pole, leaving its mark on the icy landscape. A group of adventurous explorers, led by Captain Johnson, embarked on a daring expedition to uncover the Arctic mysteries.
As they ventured into the heart of the Arctic, the explorers faced treacherous conditions. Storms and freezing temperatures tested their resilience. Despite the challenges, Captain Johnson remained determined to reach the untouched territories of the North Pole.
One fateful day, during an intense blizzard, disaster struck. The explorers, disoriented by the whiteout conditions, became separated from each other. The relentless wind and snow concealed their cries for help, creating a haunting silence in the icy wilderness.
Days turned into weeks as the rescue teams tirelessly searched for the missing explorers. The North Pole, usually serene and majestic, now bore witness to the tragedy that had befallen the courageous group. The families of the missing explorers clung to hope, waiting for news that seemed increasingly bleak.
As the search continued, the rescuers discovered remnants of the expedition – abandoned tents, frozen supplies, chilling evidence of the struggle against nature. Captain Johnson’s journal, recovered from the snow, told a heartbreaking tale of survival and loss.
In the end, the rescue teams found the frozen bodies of the explorers, their dreams of conquering the North Pole shattered by the unforgiving Arctic conditions. The tragedy served as a somber reminder of the harsh realities that accompany the pursuit of the unknown in such extreme environments.

Questions

36. What objective did the explorers aim to achieve?

37. What challenges put their determination to the test?

38. What was their call for help covered with?

39. What remains of the expedition did the rescue team find?

40. What caused the death of the explorers? 
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